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First Presbyterian Church
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday Worship Service

Sunday, April | | 10:30 a.m.

We turn toward Holy Week, led by our traditional children's palm processional commemorating
Christ's triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Maundy Thursday Worship Service

Thursday, Aprila | 7.00 p.m.

(ur communion table is an inclusive one — a remembrance of the Last Supper. As we join Christ
in the journey to the Upper Room, we offer a service of healing and wholeness.

bood Friday Community Service - Ministerial Alliance of Springfield and Vicinity
Friday, April 6 - 12:00 noon,

Second Timothy Baptist Church, 1122 East Pine Street, a22-2616

Dr. Wes McNeese preaching

bood Friday Evening Prayer Service

April 6 | 7:00 p.m.

This stirring service of darkness recalls Christ's “seven last words” from the cross — through
scripture and meditations.

Easter Sunrise Worship Service
Sunday, April 8 | B:30 a.m.

Join us in the chancel as we celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord!

7:30 a.m.

Join us for Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Celebration of the Resurrection
with special music from the Sanctuary Chaoir and the Brombaugh Opus 33



Pastors Column
The Will of God

The phrase “the will of God” slips too easily off the lips of some who are trying to be helpful. We must break
with the idea that every thing that happens is “the will of God.” To attribute suffering and disease and death
and war and every other manner of evil to God is, as I see it, a form of blasphemy. In the 18" chapter of Mat-
thew, Jesus says, “It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven that one of these little ones should per-
ish.” Who of us could say that God would ever will the death of a child?

In his little book The Will of God, Leslie Weatherhead helps us to understand that God’s will can be better un-
derstood if it is broken into three parts — God’s intentional will, God’s circumstantial will, and God’s ultimate
will. Weatherhead insists that we paint ourselves into a corner when we use the phrase “the will of God” to
cover all three dimensions of God’s will, and he invites his readers to look at the life of Jesus asking the ques-
tion: “What was God’s will for Jesus’ life?”

First, scripture reveals that God’s desire was for Jesus to be followed. It was God’s intention that people ac-
cept Jesus, listen to his words and repent of their sins.

Circumstances, however, brought about by the evil and sin of men and women compelled Christ to either be
obedient to God and die or be unfaithful and turn away. It was in those circumstances that the cross became
God’s will for Jesus . . . but only in those circumstances — which were themselves the fruit of evil. In the
situation in which Christ found himself any other way out would not have been in keeping with God’s will.
“Nevertheless,” said Jesus, “not what I will, but as thou wilt.”

Finally, there is the ultimate will of God . . . which means that even though men and women reject the love of
God in Christ, God’s ultimate will is going to be accomplished. In spite of my sins and your sins, in spite of
the wickedness in the World God’s love will win out. Not anything of value will be lost from God. This is the
meaning of the ultimate will of God, and it is quite different from saying that everything that happens has oc-
curred because God wanted it to happen.

Understanding God’s will is complex. It is more than complex. God’s will is a mystery . . . a mystery that can
draw us closer into the loving arms of One whose will for us is mercy and grace — both now and in life ever-

lasting.
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PLAN TO ATTEND THE EASTER SUNRISE BREAKFAST!!

Breakfast will be served after the Easter Sunrise Service this year. Plan to bring the
entire family for a beautiful, heart-warming service, then share breakfast together
afterward in the fellowship hall.

If you’d like to contribute a donation to the breakfast, please contact Shannon at
church (528-4311) or via e-mail (Shannon@first-pres-church.org).
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Quiz for the Gospel of Luke

1. The Gospel of Luke begins with the foretelling of whose birth? (Luke 1:13)
2. Who were the parents of John the Baptist? (Luke 1:5-13)
3. Zechariah questioned the angel Gabriel saying, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is
well along in years.” Zechariah received what punishment because he disbelieved the angel? (Luke 1:20)
4. When Elizabeth was six months pregnant with her baby the angel Gabriel appeared to announcing
that she would give birth to a son. (Luke 1:26-28)
5. When Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to a son, Mary said, “How can this be since
.” (Luke 1:34)
6. When Mary questioned Gabriel about the problem of a virgin giving birth, Gabriel reassured Mary saying
. (Luke 1:37)

7. Mary and Joseph were living in Nazareth of Galilee when it came time for Jesus to be born. Why then was
Jesus born in Bethlehem? (Luke 2:1-4)
8. When the angel appeared to the shepherds announcing the birth of a Savior, the shepherds were:
a. terrified, b. sleepy, c. happy, d. excited. (Luke 2:9)
9. The Great Commandment of Jesus summarizes the Law and the Prophets and can be found in three gospels
— Matthew, Mark, and Luke. What is the Great Commandment?
10. Every year Jesus’ family went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. One year when Jesus was twelve
years old he stayed behind after his family departed. Thinking that Jesus was in their company they traveled on
for a day. When Mary and Joseph did not find Jesus among their relatives they returned to Jerusalem. After
three days Mary and Joseph finally found Jesus in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers. When they
confronted their son about remaining behind Jesus said, . (Luke 2:41-51)

Answers at bottom of this page

Please join the ACEs each Sunday in the Library at Nine for the following programs:

April 1%: Ecology and Salvation — Come join the ACEs for an interesting discussion of the
intersection between getting our environment right and getting ourselves right with God.
Discussion Paper by Professor Freyfogle of the University of Illinois

April 15" Hope for the Middle East?
Come join the ACEs to hear Professor Freas, who has recently joined the UIS Faculty, discuss the cur-
rent situation and prospects for the Middle East

April 22™: Global Warming — What’s Up  Rev. David McDonna and Roy Wehrle lead us
in a discussion of where we are and where we should be going in managing global warming.

April 29" Professor Heather Bailey on Tolstoy
back by popular request to discuss the Christianity of Count Leo Tolstoy as expressed in one of his
short stories which we will read and discuss.
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Children and
YOUTH GATHERINGS...

upcoming youth and family events-Mark your calendars!

April 21*': PRE-VBS FIESTA DINNER. All members of First Church are encouraged to participate.
First Church youth (3"-high school) will be serving during the meal and cleaning-up afterwards.
Come and share a meal with Hope Church, our partner for VBS 2007. The event begins with dinner at
5:30 p.m. We’ll be eating some of Chris Young’s scrumptious burritos! Immediately following the
dinner, those interested in making decorations for VBS are welcome to stay and help! RSVP to the Of-
fice of Youth and Family Ministries by April 14" .

April 28" and 29": FUNDRAISING PLANT SALE. On Saturday, April 28" from 8 a.m.-Noon we
will be selling plants to the gardeners of Springfield. The sale will continue on Sunday until after cof-
fee hour. If you are interested in either helping with the sale or contributing some of your own plants,
please contact the Office of Youth and Family Ministries.

May 5™: TRIP TO SIX FLAGS! Children ages 10 and younger must be accompanied by a parent. The
cost for this event is $10 per person, which includes lunch. Some scholarship money is available. We
must have a minimum number of youth/parents participating in the event. RSVP to the Office of
Youth and Family Ministries by April 15",

May 13": COMMENCEMENT SUNDAY. If your youth is making a significant move in their educa-
tion (graduating to high school, from high school, from college, etc.) please let the Office of Youth and
Family Ministries know. We would like to recognize the accomplishments of these youth in a special
service. A reception will follow.

Office of Youth and Family ministries contact information:

Shannon Yost or Chris Young
528-4311 or
shannon@lincolnschurch.org/chris@lincolnschurch.org

KEEKEKEEERKEREKREEERKEEEKREEERKEEEKREEERKEEEEKREHEEKREEERKREEEREEERKEEHEREKE KRR HEH KKK

LETS GET READY TO FIESTA!!!

Mark your calendars! Yes, everyone! VBS 2007 is right around the corner
and we’re going to be ready to Fiesta...June 18-22.

There are volunteer opportunities for anyone ages 13 to 100!

We need volunteers for Cactus Crafts, Maraca Munchies, and Grande
Games!

If you are interested and available to volunteer for VBS 2007, please call
Shannon at church or send her an e-mail (Shannon@first-pres-church.org).
It’s never too early to reserve your spot to Fiesta!
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Our partnership with the New Mission Church of God will bring Dr. Wes McNeese here to lead our
worship service on Sunday, April 22. The New Mission choir will also be filling our service with beauti-
ful music. Please plan to join us!

Team are:

Members of the Health and Healing

Barb Murphy, LuAnn Atkins, Barb
Olson, Susan Enlow, Carol Harden,
Riitta Anderson, Linda Wheal, Sharon
Bilotti, Barb VonBehren.
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1st:

8th:

15th:

22nd:

29th:

LECTIONARY FOR
APRIL 2007

Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14—23:56 or
Luke 23:1-49

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or
Luke 24:1-12

Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150;

Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14;

John 21:1-19

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30
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ALL CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE
Friday and Saturday, June 8th and 9th.
Hours: Friday 8:30 am. to 4:00 PM.
Saturday: 8:30 am. to Noon

We are going to do a church clean up. We have had many items donated over the years. We are making a list
of these items and it will be posted in Fellowship Hall. Ifa person who donated any of these items would like
them back, you may pick them up before or by May 4, 2007. After this date the items become property of the
church. The Building and Grounds Committee will use items or donate as they see fit. We will also be giving
church members first chance on purchasing any of the items that we are putting on sale. We hope to have a
preview day of the items so you may make an early purchase.

More details will becoming out in the Sunday Bulletins, Church Web Page and Church Newsletter.

Now as you start your spring cleaning keep in mind the church can use your good or slightly used items for our
sale. Drop off times and dates will becoming out soon. We ask that no clothing be donated.

Kay McKee is in need of your help. If you can donate time or merchandise for the sale please call her at 529-
9755. Many hands make a job go fast and smoothly. Also this is the time to renew or make new friends at
church. We can have a great time and fellowship together.

..............................................................................................................................

Presbytery Night at the Ball Park Food Pantry in Great Need of Donations

This summer, on Friday, June 15, Presbyterians We have many people in need of food. We continue to
 from Central Illinois will meet together at O’Brien ; | fall short of food donations at our food pantry. Please

: field in Peoria to cheer on the Peoria Chiefs! : | help others by purchasing a few extra food items and do-

! Inating them to people that are in need of our help. The

: | featured food for April is peanut butter and jelly. There
: |have been many church pantries that have had to close.

: | We want to remember that we are one of the main food
: | pantries in the downtown area. Please help support the

. | First Pres Pantry with any non-perishable foods. Your

: |help is greatly appreciated!

: Tickets cost $7.00 and can be purchased through
: the church. This will be a fun outing for our

: church family and friends.

: Please contact Cindy in the

: church office to order tickets.
: Tickets must be ordered no | v
 later than May 14. Let’s have | .ot

H .1| ’L‘. g |
a great turnout! 5 % \ 4 §

Beginning June 4 and continuing through September, the sanctuary will be open to the hundreds of visitors
who visit our church to see the Lincoln Pew, learn of the Lincoln’s family association with the Presbyterian
Church and to view the beautiful Tiffany windows.

Volunteers are needed to fill two shifts daily, Monday — Friday. The hours are 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This outreach program in Springfield’s historic district has become quite popular with the summer visitors.
Sharing history with one of Springfield’s oldest religious communities comes easy and is appreciated by na-
tional and international visitors alike.

To volunteer, please contact the church office at 528-4311, or one of the volunteer coordinators, Kathy Hoff-
mann or Georgia Northrup. An orientation session will be scheduled.
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Nothminster Presbyterian Chuch of Jacksenville, Jllincis
wequests the fonor of your presence at thein chuvich closing ceremany.
This memonabile celebration will be field on Palm Sunday,
the finst of Upuil, twe theusand and seven at twe ¢’clock in the afterncen.
Nanthuminsten Pnestbyterian Chuvich

424 West Count Stueet
Jacksenvitle, Ilinois
Reception to immediately follow in the lowen Cevel of the chunch.
Please RSVYP by phone to Jean Bowen, 217-245-4679.

Priscilla's Lost and Found

Our congregation has the opportunity to work with the New Mission Church of God in an outreach pro-
gram to women in need called Priscilla's Lost and Found, Inc. LaVern McNeese, wife of the pastor, has in-
vited women of our church to an informational brunch on March 31, 2007 to find out more about this ser-
vice. This is a new effort on their part so we would all be learning together. Attendance at the brunch would
not make one obligated to volunteer but it is a chance to get to know each other better.

The service is in an exploration stage. Volunteers would be "spiritual connectors" to women in need who
could become "spiritual advisees." The March 31 brunch is just for information concerning how this would be
done, and it will be a good time to get acquainted with women from New Mission Church. Attending the
brunch, which is at 12 noon at 3129 Lockridge, will not obligate anyone to the program. Interested persons
can RSVP to LaVern McNeese at 546-4425 for more information.

Sudan Advocacy Forum

I want to quote Bono, the internationally known singer, who goes to World Bank conferences and raises millions of dol-
lars for poor countries. In reference to the meaning of equality, he writes, "What is happening in Africa mocks our pie-
ties, doubts our concern, and questions our commitment to that whole concept. Because if we're honest there's no way
we could conclude that such mass death day after day would ever be allowed to happen anywhere else."

Last September our congregation heard Rev. Heidi McGuiness preach about her humanitarian work in Darfur, Su-
dan, and a generous offering was given to her for the work of her organization, Christian Solidarity International.
Since then, by a unanimous vote, the Session approved the action of the Mission Committee to hang a banner at the front
of our church to raise awareness of the suffering of the people of Darfur..It will be a reminder to us and the community
of our obligation as moral people to act on their behalf. They are "the least of these" of whom Jesus speaks.

Each of us can be in an advocacy network. The Sudan Advocacy Forum of which the Presbyterian Church (USA) is
a part asks its supporters to:

PRAY - that the needs of the persecuted will be met; for the redemption of persecutors; for guidance for peace ne-
gotiations; for people giving humanitarian relief.

ACT - communicate with U.S. government officials and the United Nations to monitor violations of human rights
and the adherence to provisions of the shaky peace agreement already agreed to.

GIVE - through experienced agencies that have laid the proper groundwork, such as our own PC(USA) worldwide
ministries. Make the check out to PC(USA), write on the memo line "Sudan DR000034". Mail to: Presbyterian Church
(USA), Individual Remittance Processing, P.O. Box 6437000, Pittsburgh, PA. 15264-3700.

The Sudan Advocacy Forum also invites people to their website which is www.sudanadvocacy.com. And the
phone number for PC(USA) worldwide ministries office is (888) 728-7228 ext. 5353.
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The Office of Youth and Family Ministries
1s excited to announce
central Illinois’ first

U2 Eucharist

Join us on
Saturday, April 28™
at 6:00 p.m.
for this uplifting, worship service
featuring the music of U2!

This will be a time for First Presbyterian Church
to share its missions to serve to those in

poverty and need around the World. S / /
EUCHARIST

X X 3 X X X X 5 5 % 0 0

¥  More information will be available about this service
¥  through the Office of Youth and Family Ministries.

Y e e e e e e e e g g e e e e e e e e S e S S

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND/OR PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS

X X X X X 2 X X 2 2 2 50 0 X 0%

If you are in college or if you know of one of our college bound youth we would like our youths’ address!
We will be sending out care packages to our college bound youth letting them know they are in our thoughts
and prayers despite the distance and busy schedules!

Please fill out the information below and insert into the offering plate or send it to:
First Presbyterian Church
321 S. 7th Street
Springfield, IL 62701

We would like addresses turned in by April 22, 2006.

Youth and Family Ministries will be sending out care packages to First Presbyterian College Bound Youth
the last week of April! Donations for these packages would be much appreciated. A basket for these items
will be located in the Narthex for easy drop-off. Ideas for items are: Post-It pads, pens, instant drink mix,
Ramen noodles, Starbucks gift cards, McDonald’s gift cards, etc. Anything you can think of that a student
may need during finals! Please have items dropped off to the church by April 22nd. Monetary donations for
this ministry will be accepted as well. Let’s show our youth that they may be far away (or not so far) and
busy, but our thoughts and prayers are still with them!!!
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APCE Conference

At the end of January through the beginning days of February I traveled to Philadelphia, PA for the APCE
conference (Association of Presbyterian Church Educators). This was a trip of “firsts” for me. The first time
I’ve had to fly by myself, take the subway by myself, stay in a hotel room by myself, dine by myself on occa-
sion, and attend a conference. Whew, what a growing experience!

My experience at APCE was wonderful. It was fantastic just to be amongst other Christian educators, many of
them seasoned educators. Just being in the same room with so many people that have the same goal is uplift-
ing. We were all there to learn more about our ministry and it felt good.

I tried my best to choose workshops in which I could implement my knowledge from them immediately upon
returning home. It would be hard for me to pick which workshop I found the most interesting or learned the
most from because they all had a little something to offer.

For example, I chose a workshop that covered giving children’s sermons. I consider this to be one of my
weaknesses, so I thought attending a workshop might just help me out. The workshop wasn’t nearly what I
expected, but nonetheless, I did walk out with some new understanding of what it takes to present a children’s
sermon. And, I had fun while learning.

A workshop I found to be helpful was “retooling” the Christian education committee. Time spent in this work-
shop was well spent! I have come back with loads of knowledge on what the Christian Nurture committee
should be doing...and have found that we have a lot of work to do. I hope that our Christian Nurture commit-
tee can become something of greatness and lead our church into the future.

The unexpected surprise of the conference was the trip to the Presbyterian Historical Society, located in the
historical district of Philly. Our tour guide was full of passion, not only about preserving history, but passion-
ate about being part of a great faith. This tour provided many historical artifacts and pictures that are impor-
tant to the Presbyterian history. If anyone has a taste for history and their faith, this is a “must see” if you visit
Philadelphia. You can browse their website at: www.history.pcusa.org.

Attending the APCE conference was truly an enriching experience. I would recommend anyone having an in-
terest in Christian education take the time to travel to San Diego, CA for next year’s conference. It is an ex-
perience that will be unforgettable!

Shannon Yost, Office of Youth and Family Ministries

THANKS! THANKS! THANKS! NAACP
THANKS!

Membership applications for the Spring-
A Big Thank You to all of you who made field Branch of the NAACP are available
the Annual Meeting Luncheon such a huge | |in the church office. Lets all work to-
success! A good time was had by all be- gether to increase membership for this
cause of your efforts. worthwhile cause.
Chris & Linda Wheal
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All activities take place in the
church unless otherwise noted

April 2007

1*SUNDAY

8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens

9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming

10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval

10:30 a.m. - Palm Sunday Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

4:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dancing Lessons

2*MONDAY
1:30 p.m. - Building & Grounds Committee
3*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
4*WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m. - Lenten Brown Bag Recital
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
- Christian Nurture Committee
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group
- Film Club
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
- Friends of the Sangamon Valley Board
5*THURSDAY
4:30 p.m. - Personnel Committee
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
7:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Worship Service
6*FRIDAY
12:00 p.m. - Good Friday Community Service
@ Second Timothy Baptist Church
7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Evening Prayer Service

8* EASTER SUNDAY

6:30 a.m. - Easter Sunrise Worship Service

7:30 a.m. - Sunrise Breakfast - Fellowship Hall

8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens

10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval

10:30 a.m. - Celebration of the Resurrection
Worship Service

11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

10*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
11*WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group

- Film Club
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
12*THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
6:30 p.m. - Deacons

- World Affairs Council
14*SATURDAY
2:00 p.m. - Young Musicians Concert
6:00 p.m. - Second Saturday Supper Club

@ Saputo’s Restaurant

15*SUNDAY
8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens
9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour
4:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dancing Lessons

16*MONDAY
7:00 p.m. - Faith Circle
17*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
18*WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group

- Film Club
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
19*THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
6:30 p.m. - World Affairs Council
7:00 p.m. - Session
20*FRIDAY
9:30 a.m. - Fairhills Circle @ Presbyterian Home
21*SATURDAY
8:00 p.m. - Classical Guitar Society

22*SUNDAY
8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens
9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service with Dr. Wes McNeese
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour
4:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dancing Lessons

24*TUESDAY

7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II

25*WEDNESDAY

5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service

6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering

6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group
- Film Club

7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

26*THURSDAY

5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class

6:30 p.m. - World Affairs Council

27*FRIDAY

7:30 p.m. - See Tsai Chan, Organ, with the Blackburn Singers

29*SUNDAY
8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens
9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour
4:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dancing Lessons



