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LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Rev. Dr. Clifford J. Hayes, Rev. Tasha L. Blackburn

April 9 — Passion/Palm Sunday — 10:30 a.m.
April 12 — A Service of Healing and Wholeness — 7:00 p.m.

April 13 — The Lord’s Supper — 4 Mass for Four Voices by William Byrd
7:00 p.m.

April 14 — Good Friday Community Service
Ministerial Alliance of Springfield and Vicinty - 12:00 Noon

April 14 — The Lord’s Supper — Good Friday Vigil of Darkness - 7:00 p.m.

April 16 — Sunrise Service — 6:00 a.m.
Easter Morning Worship Service — 10:30 a.m.
Sermon: “The House of Laughter”
(All services in the Sanctuary)

Lenten Brown Bag Series. 12:15-12:45pm
April 5—Early Music Consort, featuring Karl Scroggin, gamba;
Carla DeLay, soprano, and Nichol DelGiorno, organ
April 12—The Sanctuary Choir of First Presbyterian Church,
presenting William Byrd’s Mass for Four Voices

The 8:15 a.m. Chapel Worship Service will resume on
Sunday, April 23.
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“Death was no match for God!”

The ancient Greek essayist Plutarch told the story of a man he knew who attempted to make a dead
body stand upright. He tried various schemes finally giving up in disgust saying, “There is something
missing on the inside.” There certainly is. What is missing is the life God gives, and no one but God
has ever found the secret of creating life. If God has given life once to us before we were born, what is
to stop God from giving life once more, in other forms and other ways — after we are once dead?

The philosopher/mathematician, Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) put it this way: “What reason can people
give for saying that we cannot rise again? Which is the more difficult — to be born, or to rise again? Is
it more difficult to come into being than to return to it?”

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) 4 Dec-
laration of Faith of The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) affirms our assurance of what we hope for and
yet have not seen — yet.
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b Inthe death of Jesus Christ

i God’s way in the world seemed finally defeated.
*  But death was no match for God.

U The resurrection of Jesus was God'’s victory over death.
i We do not yet see the end of death,

*  But Christ has been raised from the dead,

i transformed and yet the same person.

i In his resurrection is the promise of ours . . .
*  So we treat death as a broken power . . .
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I invite you to be a part of the worshipping community on Easter Sunday when I preach a sermon en-
titled The House of Laughter.

Did you know that Eugene O’Neill penned the play Lazarus Laughed? 1t is a play about Lazarus’ life
after Jesus brought him back from the dead. His life is very controversial now — because he laughs at
death. Even his home in Bethany has come to be called the “House of Laughter.”

I think that that would be a good name for a church — don’t you? First Presbyterian Church — The
House of Laughter! Come and let us laugh together! Laugh, because “there is no death, really. There

"7

is only life! There is only God! There is only incredible joy
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LECTIONARY FOR
APRIL 2006

2nd: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33

O9th: Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)

16th: Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Mark 16:1-8

23rd: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31

30th: Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
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Around the World in April with ACEs at First Pres

Expand your horizons and meet some very interesting persons in small and informal discussions about our
world today. After all, you are Presbyterian! You believe God gave us both a big world and the minds through
education to understand it. We will look at significant countries and important forces at work in our world to-

day. Come join us at nine in the Library on Sundays.

April 2" Sydney Kling - People with AIDS in South Africa - What Does It All Mean?
Sydney Kling is a nurse and former Peace Corps and Global Volunteer. She was previously in
charge of the newborn genetic screening program at the Illinois Department of Public Health.

April 9": Professor Baker Siddiquee, UIS - Fundamentalism around the World, with special attention to

the Muslim world.

Baker Siddiquee is a professor of economics and longtime student of world religions. He is a
Muslim and hails originally from Bangladesh and travels there frequently. He is a most thoughtful

Interpreter. He has visited us several times before.

April 16™: Easter - no class

April 23" Fesseha Teklahaimanot, Engineer at the Illinois Department of Transportation - Christianity in

Ethiopia Today.

Our own Fesseha returned recently from a seven-week visit to his home in Ethiopia. His father
was a pastor in the Ethiopian Orthodox Christian Chruch. Fesseha is most knowledgeable on

current trends in the church and in his country.

April 30™: Professor Jan Droegkamp, UIS - Jamaica Today.

Where is Jamaica in development and democracy and living standards today? She takes students to
Jamaica on work trips, and not to the beaches. Barbara Olson has gone on a trip with her. How

little we know of our close neighbors such as the Jamaicans!

SPARC Partnership Mutually Beneficial

First Presbyterian Church (FPC) has contracted with the Springfield Association
for Retarded Citizens (SPARC) for certain cleaning and janitorial services. As
you know, SPARC is a not-for-profit social service agency which has served
developmentally disabled citizens for over 40 years. SPARC is the local affiliate
of the National Association for Retarded Citizens.

Our partnership agreement provides that SPARC will be responsible for all costs
associated with the employment of individuals to perform the services and that
FPC will have no responsibility or liability for any employees of SPARC. The
fee for services rendered is quite cost-effective for FPC.

Billy Rivers, Program Manager for SPARC, and his associate Dennis Mayberry
worked with Tom Melton, Cindy Cass, Mike Self and others to plan for the work
that began on March 3. The original idea came from the pastor, Clifford J.
Hayes. Thanks to the Building & Grounds Committee and the Personnel Com-
mittee for their participation and support.

If you have occasion to interface with any of the SPARC clients or supervisors
who will be using this experience to develop their skills and keep our premises
in top shape, please speak and get acquainted. Although initially the crew will
be on premises almost exclusively on Friday evening, personal relationships and
interface can be an important part of the program also. Let’s welcome them
warmly.

~ Mike Orr
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 Speaking of Faith

| First Presbyterian Church is now |

'a sponsor of the WUIS Sunday |

i morning program Speaking of

i Faith. The show airs at

1 7:00 a.m. and always presents

 interesting and thought provok-

' ing materials for your considera-

' tion and enjoyment. Listen in on

:FM 91.9. You can also find lots !

 of information about the pro-

| grams at the website: http:/

 speakingoffaith.publicradio.org

.~ Adult Christian Education
(ACE)




Children and

In September of 2005, First Presbyterian Church hired a new nursery worker named Lynlea Taylor and in
February of this year we hired a second, Dolores Singleton. You will want to get to know these two tal-
ented women who care for the youngest members of our church family. They both do a fine job of provid-
ing a warm and safe atmosphere for our children. Please take a moment to meet these two marvelous
women during a Sunday morning. You are invited to stop by the nursery (top of the courtyard stairs on the
second floor) anytime and introduce yourself and welcome them to our church family. Nursery care is pro-
vided each Sunday morning from 8:45am-11:45pm. Stop by for a visit!

Lynlea Taylor is currently a
student at Lincoln Land
Community College, where
she is studying psychology.
Lynlea juggles her studies
with her work as a caregiver
at Our Savior’s Lutheran
School and her part-time job

Dolores Singleton has worked as
an LPN for all aspects of Public
Health Nursing including a

Well Baby Clinic, geriatric
nursing and mental health
nursing. She even worked at

our church’s clinic for a time!
She is the proud mother of three

at Bergner’s. She enjoys her work with the pre- sons, Ronald, Duane and Kyle, and four grandchildren,
kindergarten and kindergartners at Our Savior’s. one of whom is currently stationed in Iraq. Dolores
One of her favorite things about it is being continu- | |loves to travel, especially to Hawaii, and she loves to
ally reminded how overly honest children can be! get to know others. She also loves her church home,

Lynlea has CPR training and four years of childcare ||Grace United Methodist Church. She likes children of
experience. She does not have much free time (who ||all ages and enjoys watching them play with one an-
could, with two jobs, school and her work with us!) ||other and loves listening in on what they say. Dolores
but would love to go to Jamaica in the near future. was highly recommended to us by AARP, an organiza-
tion she has worked with for the last nine years.

April Children’s Sunday School Rotations

During April we will be experiencing the Easter story including opportunities to learn about how Easter is celebrated
around the world. Your child won’t want to miss this terrific opportunity to learn about the most important story of our
faith: the resurrection of Jesus! Classes meet at 9am each Sunday and continue until 10:15. All children kindergarten to
9™ grade are invited. Join us on the second floor in the children’s hallway.
Last month was a celebration of and opportunity to learn about communion. If your children missed it, here is a taste of
what was experienced. The children were mentored by several of our deacons on how they prepared and set up commun-
ion for worship and they even got to fill some of the juice cups and carry the elements to the table. They also got to go
bowling! The children’s hallway became a bowling alley when Susan Harris taught them about the Last Supper. When

- questions about the Last Supper were answered correctly, the child got to
bowl. Teams cheered each other on, and learning and fun became one.
Children also got to experience a genuine Passover Seder led by Christi
Parsons. They lounged on giant pillows with the Seder spread before them.
| Christi taught them the liturgy of the meal and all got to taste matzah,
i roasted lamb, parsley in salt water and even horseradish as they remembered
the Passover story. All of these experiences were enjoyed during the month
of March and a communion art project too (learn more about this project in
next month’s newsletter)! Your child will learn great things during rotation
Sunday School and develop deep relationships too. Don’t miss a minute of it!

Children taste eggs and matza‘flas Announcement: . )
Christi Parsons leads them in the Pass- There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 16. There will be
over meal. nursery care for the 10:30am service that day but not for the Sunrise Service.
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SPY Mission:
Should you choose to accept it!

On Saturday, April 22 SPY (Springfield Presbyterian Youth) will hold its second group event. Last time it was
racing through Springfield’s streets. This time it’s rolling up our sleeves for our neighbors. All groups will
meet at our church at 1:30 p.m. where we will be given our missions and spread throughout Springfield to
achieve these assignments. At 5 p.m. we will gather back together for dinner and a

time of sharing at Third Presbyterian Church and we will finish at 6:30 p.m. Don’t
miss this opportunity to work and play with other Presbyterian youth in Springfield.
In case you don’t know, SPY is for middle and high school youth from First, Hope,
Korean United, Third and Westminster Presbyterian Churches. Our goal is to come
together three or four times a year to offer our youth large group experiences of fel-
lowship, faith and service. At our September fellowship event, we had about 50
youth participate and we hope for even more this time!

:Don’t forget that the children sing in worship on the last Sunday of :
Eeach month. This month they will be singing on Sunday, April 30. Chil-
:dren learn their music every Sunday morning at 9am. Don’t miss this :
:chance to deepen your child’s faith through music.

Maesesssesenananeseanasaseranasasarasasarararasasasatatatatatatataratatanasaancans

Check Out Our Presbytery’s Summer
Camps!

Our Presbytery, Great Rivers Presbytery, offers
camping opportunities for all ages of children and
youth. Here are the camping options for this summer
(listed in order of date). There may be scholarships
available if needed. If your family is interested in one
or more of these, please contact Rev. Tasha Black-
burn.

East Bay First Timers

June 12-14, 2006

Located at Lake Bloomington, this camp is for chil-
dren in 2nd through 4th grades who are just begin-
ning their camping experiences. Cost is $100.

East Bay Jr and Jr High Camp

June 12-17, 2006

Located at Lake Bloomington, this is a joint camp for
4™ through 6™ graders, as well as 7" through 8" grad-
ers. Cost is $195.

Counselor in Training (CIT) Camp

June 12-17, 2006

Located at Stronghold Camp and Conference Center
in Oregon, Illinois, this camp is for senior high youth
who are interested in becoming counselors for sum-
mer campers. Cost is $140.

Presbytery of Great Rivers Jr/Jr High Camp

June 12-17, 2006

Located at Stronghold Camp and Conference Center
in Oregon, Illinois, this joint camp is for 4™ through
6™ graders and 7™ through 8" graders. Cost is $130.

Senior High Mission Trip

June 17-24, 2006

This mission trip will travel to Muskegan County,
Michigan, to serve in needy communities and is open
to all senior high youth. Cost is $135.

Hancock Christian Camp

July 2-7, 2006

Located just south of Hamilton, Illinois, this joint
camp is for 4™ through 6" graders and 7™ through 8"
graders. Cost is $100.

First Pres UPDATE




Happenings

Book Club
The April meeting of the First Presbyterian Church Book The Reverend(s) Gregg and El}zabeth (our Beth
Club is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 27 at Merrill) Neel announce the arrival of:

the home of Barb VonBehren, 149 Cypress Point Drive. We |  Sarah Elizabeth Neel
will be discussing "The Devil and the White City" by Erik February 28, 2006

Stork Arrives in Wauwatosa!

Larsen - the story of the serial murders in Chicago at the 9 pounds 5 ounces
time of the Columbia World Exposition in 1904. The re- 9:53 p.m.

viewer is Kathy Hoffmann. Please feel free to join us, even | [ ots of dark hair and
if you have not read the book. This promises to be a fasci- beautiful!

nating subject, and you'll likely learn some things you did-
n't know. For directions or transportation, call Jennie
Claflin or any Book Club member.

~ Jennie Claflin

Creamy vs. Crunchy Library Remodeling Complete

Our new expanded library is now open for busi-

ness. Please come by and look at the expanded space
we now have for the library and for meetings. The
ACE (Adult Christian Education) students are particu-
larly pleased with the new library. Before remodeling,
this room was cramped for many groups meeting here,
and the little alcove to the east was almost useless.
Now we have a pleasant and inviting space. Tom Mel-
ton did a great service for the church. We are so
lucky! He did an excellent job. Come and see the
room. We all join in saying a hearty thanks to you,
Tom, for giving us such a nice new Library.

Mailing address:
1539 N. Underwood Ave.
Wauwatosa, WI 53213

Well, it’s primary election time and the Deacons have a
challenge - PEANUT BUTTER.
In April the First Pres Food Bank needs peanut butter, but
we want to determine which is more popular — crunchy or
creamy! Help us find out. Bring in your favorite style to
replenish our shelves and register your vote for chunks or
no-chunks. And the greatest thing about this election is
that you can vote as many times as you want. Each jar of
peanut butter you bring in counts as a vote for your candi-
date. We’ll keep a running tally and let you know the re-
sults at the end of the month. Remember the Chicago say-
ing: “Vote early and often.” And as the old song says:

“I like peanut butter, creamy peanut butter,

crunchy peanut butter too!” April 2006 Birthdavys e R

d Mary Shoudel, John H. Sorensen & W
_qecond_?dfut dy Joyce Padget 5 JVA)/
Karen Standridge LA j
Gerry Heckler, Amanda Patton,
57 app et élué Dorthea Sorensen
Jeri Frederick, Melvin Slusser, Lena White
Beth Kingsley, Roxane Krutsinger
Constance Feldhausen, Mike Orr, Alyssa Wright
— Sarah Hammond, Carl Koschmann
CINCO DE MAYO RADSCO 9 Kacia Krell, Max Neal
Jeaces Beatatenst 10 Allison Doerfler, David Patton
12 Evelyn Amoako, Evelyn Newtson
13 Nicholas Bodine, Lindsey Roberts, Olivia Roberts
14 Jonothan Schick
16 Joel Graves, Karla Wargo

17 Joseph Stuebs
19 Nancy Chapin

located in the Springfield Travelodge at 3751 S. 6th Street. | |20 DylanBeverly
RSVP by noon on Thursday, April 6 by calling the church 21 Holling Doctors-Kniffin, Pat Vaughn

W N =

Will dine at 6:00 p.m. on April 8 at
Cinco De Mayo Radsco

0 J O\

office or on the sign-up sheet outside of Fellowship Hall. 24 John Aclferman Jr.
Join us for a casual Mexican evening with friends and good 26 Carys Fritz
food! 28 Isolde Davidson

29 Lillian Krutsinger
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This —-n- That

A Note From Santa Claus? strive to accomplish here at the North Pole without help
A note arrived recently by special delivery from Clarence, from caring folks like you.

official corresponding secretary to Santa Claus. He ex-
plained that Mr. and Mrs. Claus and the crew had just re-

Peace and Love,

turned from their yearly post-Christmas vacation to the S. Claus
South Pole, and he was catching up on post-holiday notes. Meals on Wheels
Enclosed was the following: A big thank you to each of you who drove for Meals on

Wheels in February. One thing about doing this is you learn
to find places in Springfield that you never knew existed.
We delivered a total of around 440 meals in those four days.
This is an important ministry for our church to participate
in, and the members of the community who have been
served appreciate it so much!

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church,

Mrs. Claus and I sincerely thank you for the chil-
dren’s items you collected on your mitten tree and sent to
the Washington Street Mission for distribution. There were
24 pairs of warm gloves and mittens, a scarf, and three
toasty ear warmers. You warmed kids’ heads, hands and
also their hearts by showing them that someone cares about If you would like to help with the Meals on Wheels program

them. That means so much. but delivering meals is not your thing because of the timing
Our skilled and devoted elves work year round knit- | or your ability to drive or do the running, there is now an
ting and sewing, but it grows more difficult each year to opportunity for you to help out in the Red Cross office in-
keep pace with the needs of the world’s children. Many stead. They need help printing out the routes and stapling or
thanks for your help! We commend you, also, for reaching making calls to drivers — all those things that you take for
out through your “angels” to children whose parents are in- granted when you do drive. If you are interested, call Peter

carcerated and for all the comfort provided by your church Tosh at 522-3357 ex 225 and he will give you all the par-
food pantry throughout the year. We could not do what we ticulars.

Jim Andrews dies in traffic accident

Longtime stated clerk helped bring about Presbyterian reunion

LOUISVILLE - The Rev. James E. Andrews, who served as stated clerk of the General Assembly for 23 years, was struck
and killed by a car on March 7 while walking near his Decatur, GA, home. He was 77.

Andrews was elected General Assembly stated clerk of the former Presbyterian Church in the United States (PCUS)
in 1973. He served for one year as co-interim stated clerk with his United Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) counterpart, William
P. Thompson, following Presbyterian reunion in 1983. The next year, he was elected stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), a position he held until his retirement in 1996.

"Jim was passionately dedicated to the church," his widow, Elizabeth, told the Presbyterian News Service. "He'd
probably say his crowning achievement was helping to bring about reunion."

"He was one of the primary architects for the 1983 reunion of our two former denominations," Kirkpatrick said. "He
expressed and lived out a passion for civil rights. He lifted up the importance of our involvement in ecumenism."

John Detterick, executive director of the General Assembly Council, said "Jim Andrews was not only a forceful
leader of this church, but for me was a gentle and wise mentor."

But Andrews could also be stubborn, recalled former Presbyterian News Service director Marj Carpenter. "We were
going to Cuba, and Jim was taking some medicine for a child that could not be obtained in Cuba," she said. "They arrested
him at the Havana airport for smuggling drugs. He explained what it was and then pulled up a chair and announced, 'I'm sit-
ting here until I get that kid's medicine back." Carpenter said a doctor was called in, examined and approved the medication,
whereupon it was returned to Andrews. "They REALLY didn't want Jim Andrews sitting in the Havana airport for God
knows how long," Carpenter laughed.

Andrews was also a notorious non-morning person, Carpenter said. "When we'd be getting ready for General Assem-
bly," she mused, "he'd say, 'Don't put me down to speak at any breakfasts; neither God nor the Holy Spirit comes to break-
fast."

Besides his wife, Andrews is survived by two children and four grandsons. His first wife, Patricia Bullock, died in
1959. Services were held on Sunday, March 12, at Oakhurst Presbyterian Church in Decatur.
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All activities take place in the
church unless otherwise noted

April 2006
1*SATURDAY
1:00 P.M. - Ecklund Student Recital/Sanctuary

2*SUNDAY

8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens

9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
- Confirmation Class

10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval

10:30 a.m. - Worship Service

11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

3*MONDAY
6:00 p.m. - Sertoma Club
4*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
2:00 p.m. - Elder Hostel
5:00 p.m. - Martin Wolf Meeting
5*WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m. - Lenten Brown Bag Recital
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group

- Film Club
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

- Friends of the Sangamon Valley Board
6*THURSDAY
12:00 p.m. - Personnel Committee
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
7:00 p.m. - Deacons

- Parents Without Partners
- Society for Creative Anachronism

7:30 p.m - Alcoholics Anonymous
7*FRIDAY
12:00 p.m. - Christian Nurture Committee
8*SATURDAY

6:00 p.m. - Second Saturday Supper Club @ Cinco De Mayo

9*SUNDAY
8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens
9:00 a.m. - Adult Programs
- Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval
10:30 a.m. - Passion/Palm Sunday Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

11*TUESDAY

7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
12*WEDNESDAY

12:15 p.m. - Lenten Brown Bag Recital
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering

7:00 p.m. - A Service of Healing and Wholeness/Sanctuary

13*MAUNDY THURSDAY

7:00 p.m. - The Lord’s Supper - A Mass for Four Voices

14*GOOD FRIDAY
7:00 p.m. - The Lord’s Supper - Vigil of Darkness

16*EASTER SUNDAY

6:00 p.m. - Sunrise Service

10:15 a.m - Nursery Opens

10:30 a.m. - Easter Sunday Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

17*MONDAY
7:00 p.m. - Faith Circle
18*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
19*WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group

- Film Club
20*THURSDAY
10:30 a.m. - Elder Hostel
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
6:30 p.m. - World Affairs Council
7:00 p.m. - Session

- Society for Creative Anachronism

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous
21*FRIDAY
9:30 a.m. - Fairhills Circle
22*SATURDAY
8:00 a.m. - Scrapbookers Club

23*SUNDAY
8:15 a.m. - Chapel Worship Service
8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens
9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour

25*TUESDAY
7:30 a.m. - Bible Study Section II
26*WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. - Chapel Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Gathering
6:30 p.m - First Pres Knitting Group
- Film Club
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
27*THURSDAY
5:15 p.m. - Central Illinois Organizing Project
5:30 p.m. - Yoga Class
6:30 p.m. - World Affairs Council
7:30 p.m. - First Pres Book Club @ VonBehren Home
- Alcoholics Anonymous

30*SUNDAY

8:15 a.m. - Chapel Worship Service

8:45 a.m. - Nursery Opens

9:00 a.m. - Adult Programming
- Children’s Sunday School
- Confirmation Class

10:00 a.m.- Fellowship Interval

10:30 a.m. - Worship Service

11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hour



